Hospitals California have, are 
building, institutions which accommo- 
date 117,409 hospital beds. these 
are general hospitals, 42,997 
are mental institutions, which all 
very small percentage are 
mental hospitals. The remainder 
Includes 3,911 disease hos- 
pitals, 18,690 nursing homes, and 
7,293 tuberculosis facilities. 

Present hospitals California have 
estimated depreciation value 
$783,000,000, most the dollar value 
which represented construc- 
tion which has since World 
War 

Since 1947 hospital expansion has 
the addition 31,865 beds, 
which 17,038 have been general 
This rapid building pro- 
has been offset largely the 
California’s population. 

department estimates that 
the State needs increased 
provide 10,715 additional 
hospital beds, 11,563 addi- 
beds chronic disease hospitals, 
21,418 additional beds mental insti- 
9,657 beds nursing homes. 
additional beds tuberculosis 
tuberculosis facilities have been 
other uses. 


years, the Hospital Survey 
and Construction Program has pro- 
federal and state funds which 
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planning objective 4.5 
general hospital beds California 
too the assumption 
large cities need minimum 4.0 
general hospital beds per 1,000 


munity justified planning for 
minimum three general hos- 
pital beds per 1,000 population, 


including its prorated share the 
general hospital beds county 
institutions planning objectives 
for private and county general hos- 
pitals should coordinated 
community plan Plus three 
beds per 1,000 estimated popula- 
tion increase during the preceding 


have assisted the construction 
130 community hospital and health fa- 
cilities projects involving 7,104 beds. 
Total cost these 130 projects 
$124,054,963, which grants from 
the state and federal governments 
provided $24,242,593 and $34,392,976 
respectively. 


Rapid Scientific Developments 


Several factors have changed sig- 
nificantly during the past few years 
the functions which hospital ex- 
pected perform. These changes 
functions are the result rapid scien- 
developments the practice 
medicine which have increased the 
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and treatment facilities 
the hospital and emphasize the profes- 
sional aspects patient through 
more skilled hospital staffs. 

This development has resulted 
shorter patient stay and reduced 
mortality rate for patients most 
hospital services. 

Cost hospital service has risen 
more rapidly than have normal oper- 
ating costs most other service or- 
ganizations because the increasingly 
specialized nature service. 

During the past several years, hos- 
pitals have provided 
technical services for ambulatory pa- 
tients who are referred their physi- 
for specialized diagnosis and 
treatment. Part this trend, which 
evident the practice medicine, 
emphasis preventive care. 

evident that hospitals must 
give more serious consideration the 
treatment older patients, particu- 
larly those suffering from 
long-term ailments. 


Coordination Hospitals 


The coordination the various 
types hospitals, including general 
hospitals, mental institutions, chronic 
disease hospitals, and tuberculosis fa- 
cilities, with nursing homes and reha- 
bilitation centers, requires careful 
program hospital expansion meet 
the requirements any particular 
community. 


, 
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Because the high degree inter- 
est expanding general hospitals 
throughout California, this depart- 
ment has done special research 
planning objectives for them. 


Hospital Service Areas 


For purposes this study, this de- 
partment currently has designated 111 
hospital service areas, each which 
has coordinated community interest 
from medical and hospital stand- 
point. Delineation general hospital 
service areas based the following 
principles 

isolated rural sections low 
population density where small insti- 
tutions are necessary provide hospi- 
tal service within one-hour travel time 
area residents, area shall 
established where population 
served exceeds 5,000. 

Where population less than 5,000, 
impossible, least not econom- 
ically feasible, support hospital. 

sections greater population 
density, areas shall established 
provide hospital service within 
minutes travel time all area resi- 
dents. such instances, individual 
are grouped into single 
area. This principle service within 
minutes applies areas which can 
support more beds. 

metropolitan regions with rel- 
atively high population density and 
transportation facilities, 
areas shall established which com- 
bine communities within reasonable 
distance and travel time the estab- 
lished centers and which reflect com- 
munity interest hospital and 
related medical services. 

Within each these hospital serv- 
ice areas, made all 
hospital facilities which exist and the 
service which they provide. The occu- 
pancy rates and rates admission 
each hospital the State are included. 

Based the analysis the re- 
cently available annual reports from 
hospitals, the State’s residents spend 
approximately 10,000,000 patient days 
per year general hospitals, ap- 
proximately 0.8 day per man, woman, 
and child California per year. 
Approximately percent these 
patient days are private hospitals 
and approximately percent 
county hospitals. 

Per capita usage hospital facili- 
ties different areas the State 


varies considerably, depending the 
size the community, its adjacency 
metropolitan areas, the availability 
physicians, local customs, and nu- 
merous other factors. 


1946 Needs Basis—4.5 


When the Federal Hospital Survey 
and Construction Program began 
1946, was necessary establish 
approximate planning objective for 
general hospitals. This planning ob- 
jective, which was based studies 
the National Commission Hospital 
Care, was established 4.5 beds per 
1,000 population for the State. 


1953 this department began spe- 
cial studies examine whether the 
planning objective 4.5 beds per 
1,000 population California was 
justified. The study has involved 
tabulation patient days pro- 
vided each hospital each hospital 
service area and determination 
the number beds required pro- 
duce this number patient days 
service reasonable average occu- 
pancy rate. Similarly, the study has 
considered admission patients and 
has made comparison with reason- 
able admission rate per hospital bed 
per year. 

4.5 Beds—Too High 

The department’s study, which 
summarized Tables and indi- 
that planning objective 4.5 
general hospital beds California 
too high. The study also indicates 
that the assumption large cities need 


minimum 4.0 general hospital 
beds per 1,000 population incorreet, 


hospital services the 111 hospital 
service areas California, appears 
ning for minimum three general 
hospital beds per 1,000 population, 
its prorated share such 
beds county institutions. 

Actual usage experience 
nities which have three more beds 


per 1,000 population demonstrates 
that hospital service areas will use 


three beds per 1,000 population the 
beds are there use. 

This means, the department’s 
judgment, the planning objectives for 
private and county general hospitals 
should coordinated community 
plan. The planning objective should 
increased additional beds 
excess three per 1,000 population 
only actual need demonstrated 


pancy rates and admissions per bed 
per year the area’s existing 
pitals. 


summary, this department esti- 
mates general hospital bed needs 


throughout California the follow- 
ing basis: 

minimum three beds per 
1,000 population. 

Additional beds which existing 
institutions demonstrate are necessary 
because higher-than-normal 
pancy rates and admission rates per 
bed per year. 


TABLE 


HOSPITAL UTILIZATION COMPARED WITH BEDS USE* 


With Less Than 3.0 Beds per 1,000 Population 
Areas* With More Than 3.0 Beds per 1,000 Population 
1953 and 1954 


Less than 3.0 beds use* per 1,000 


Utilization! 
compared beds use 


Within 10 
10-24 percent 
25-49 percent 


3.0 more beds use* per 1,000 


per population required for assumed average occupancy assumed normal admission per bed, whichever 
higher; 1953 figures from California state plan for hospitals, 1955-56, Tables and 1954 figures from unpublished 


data. 
Existing beds, including nonacceptable beds and county beds allocated the hospital area; state plan, Table and 
published data. 


— 


1, 
m 
an 
sil 
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No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent 
2 3.8 2 3.8 14 23.7 14 23.7 I 
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TABLE 


HOPITAL BED UTILIZATION COMPARED WITH BEDS USE 
POPULATION HOSPITAL AREAS 


1953 and 1954 


Total population July 1954 


Bed utilization per Under 
1,000 All areas 25,000 
1953 
111 | 100.0 31 | 100.0 
Less than 2.0_........ 19 17.1 3 9.7 
25 22.6 3 9.7 
37 33.3 7 22.6 
18 16.2 10 32.2 
1954 
111 | 100.0; 31 | 100.0 
lees than 2.0......... 20 18.0 12.9 
6 a 29 26.2 6 19.3 
36 32.4 7 22.6 
16 14.4 8 25.8 


25,000 50,000 100,000 250,000 
and 
49,999 99,999 249,999 over 


17.4 10.0 33.3 10.0 
17.4 35.0 29.6 30.0 

26.1 35.0 22.2 40.0 
13.1 5.0 3.7 30.0 


1Beds per 1,000 population required for assumed average occupancy or assumed normal admissions per bed, whichever is 
1953 figures for California state plan for hospitals, 1955-56, Tables and 1954 figures from unpublished 
ita, 


Plus three beds per 1,000 esti- 
mated population increase during the 


preceding three-year period within 


the hospital service area. 

The provision additional hospital 
facilities throughout California 
meet the State’s increasing needs 
important and challenging respon- 
sibility. This department impressed 
with the importance continuing the 
hospital expansion program meet 


Maj. Gen. James Gillespie 
Head New Departmental Unit 


Major General James Gillespie, 
former chief the professional divi- 
sion the Army Surgeon General’s 
Office, has joined the staff the Cali- 
fornia State Department Public 
Health head the Program Devel- 
opment and Evaluation Section. 

This new section, created 1956, 
the Bureau Chronic Disease en- 
compasses the activities the Tumor 
Registry, Prevention Blindness 
Project, medical consultation the 
Department Social Welfare and 
consultation local health depart- 
ments and voluntary agencies. 

Dector Gillespie graduate 
the University Minnesota, School 
Medicine and has completed post- 
graduate studies internal medicine 
the University Minnesota and 
Harvard University. diplo- 


the State’s population increases. The 
department impressed also with the 
serious responsibilities which commu- 
nity leaders accept developing 
programs. 

For this reason, the department 
makes every effort its work with 
community leaders urge that hospi- 
tal expansion programs considered 
and undertaken within rea- 
sonable objectives. 


mat the American Board Inter- 
nal Medicine and Fellow the 
American College Physicians. 

General Gillespie entered the Army 
1926. During his career served 
Commanding Officer Letterman 
Army Hospital; was assigned the 
Staff, Armed Forces Medical Policy 
Council, Office the Secretary 
was Assistant Chief Medi- 
cine Brooke Army Hospital; Chief 
Medicine, Letterman Army Hospi- 
tal and prior that served various 
army posts the United States and 
abroad. 

the author coauthor nu- 
merous professional publications and 
was the leading contributor the 
the Army Medical De- 
partment the Philippines, 1941- 
1942, including Prisoner War 

General Gillespie has been awarded 
the Distinguished Service Medal, Le- 


State Advisory Hospital 
Council Meets 


The State Advisory Hospital Coun- 
cil held public hearings Berkeley, 
April 4th-5th, consider policies for 
the California state plan for hospital 
construction. The policies will become 
effective July 1957. 

The council recommended contin- 
uation existing policies the 
following mental hospitals, 
tuberculosis hospitals, chronic disease 
hospitals, nursing homes, and diagnos- 
tic and treatment centers. 

Changes policies for health 
centers provide for consideration 
consolidation health jurisdictions 
and distribution center headquar- 
ters space among districts. 

Policies for rehabilitation facilities 
were modified clarify the existing 
policy regarding administration and 
technical services. 

Alternate methods classifying 
and counting facilities determining 
relative need for additional hospital 
beds were reviewed the council 
considering general policies for the 
program. proposal establish limi- 
tations assistance individual 
areas was also taken under advise- 
ment the council. 

The council recommended continua- 
tion existing policy, not exceed 
100 percent the estimated area 
need, consideration applications 
for construction funds. They also 
agreed that the state plan continue 
facilities acceptable and 
nonacceptable for period least 
two years. Subject findings the 
department prior May 15, 1957, 
hospitals with structural problems 
will classified acceptable non- 
acceptable. 

The department the process 
developing the completed state plan 
which will made accessible for 
public inspection June prior 
submission the Surgeon General 
for approval. 

Public hearings, contingent pas- 
sage the federal budget, will 
held Los Angeles, August 8-9, 1957, 
for consideration allocations 
individual applicants. 


gion Merit, Army Commendation 
with Oak Leaf Clusters, and the 
Presidential Unit Citation the Phil- 
ippines. 
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Alcoholic Rehabilitation 
Commission Report Published 


The Interim Report the State 
Rehabilitation Commission 
the Governor and Legislature was 
published March. Activities the 
commission since its inception 1954 
are described the report, which 
includes project reports from contrac- 
tors reasearch and treatment fields. 

The report contains special sec- 
tion the retrospective phase 
treatment evaluation study conducted 
for the commission the 
Studies Project the State Depart- 
ment Public Health. During this 
first phase the projected two-year 
study, 297 patients treated for alco- 
holism three were inter- 
viewed. Highlights this follow-up 
study are: 

health compatible, potentially com- 
patible, with gainful and productive 
living. 

They had more more 
hospitalization, higher mortality 
rate than and generally 
gave evidence greater need for 
all forms medical attention. 

More than one-third those in- 
terviewed claimed disability that 
would impair employment—an 
amount four times great that 
comparable age group the State’s 
general population claiming chronic 
disease. 

Note: The reasons for the discrep- 
between the medical evaluation the 
patient’s condition (Item and the patient’s 
own evaluation his physical condition will 
require further study.] 

There was greater amount 
marital instability, traffie convictions, 
and public assistance than the gen- 
eral population. 

Two-fifths those in- 
terviewed gave evidence having 
resumed reasonably adequate social 
role measured employment, fam- 
ily relationships, drinking patterns, 
and state health the time the 
interview. 


group, patients who had 
therapy, regardless the 
type provided the facility. had 
better record and more 
adequate income than those who had 
not They also had 
less disability, fewer 
and were better health. Finally, 


Mussel Quarantine 


The annual quarantine mussels 
for human consumption has been de- 
clared the State Board Public 
Health protection Californians 
from the highly toxic present 
the shellfish during the summer 
and early autumn. 

The quarantine, established along 
the entire California coastal shore, 
will effect from May October 
31st. Local health departments serving 
the and bay counties are post- 
ing quarantine warnings covering 
both mussels and clams. 

Mussels may used for bait dur- 
ing the quarantine period, but must 
broken open and placed con- 
tainers plainly marked, For fish bait 
only. Unfit for human 

Strict caution should also ob- 
served the preparation clams for 
summer meal; during 
Clams should cleaned and 
thoroughly before cooking 
dark parts, where the poison concen- 
trates during the May Octoter period, 
should Only the white 
meat should eaten. 

The poison, found plankton which 
serves food for mussels and clams, 
alkaloid such strychnine and 
ean prove fatal persons eating the 
shellfish. 


Reported 


County veterinarian has 
ported the California State Depart- 
ment Public Health. reported 
that during his work sees number 
cases bovine leptospirosis and 
about three and half weeks before 
his illness had had contact with 
dog having the disease. His illness 
was first diagnosed virus 
tion. Laboratory tests confirmed 
later diagnosis leptospirosis. 


more individuals who underwent ther- 
apy while the treatment facility 
were attending some type sup- 
portive therapy sessions after leaving 
the facility than those who refused 
therapy. 

The second phase the study, the 
phase. progress and 
will continue through the 
calendar year. 


Educators 
Foreign Assignments 


Mr. Alton Wilson and Miss Naney 


Ott have accepted appointments with 


the International Cooperation Admin. 


istration for foreign assignment 
Indonesia and Chile, respectively. 
Mr. Wilson, Assistant Chief the 


Bureau Health Education, State 


Department Health, the 


health education consultant the 
health team for Indonesia. The 
team will make its headquarters 


Djakarta, the capital city, and will 


working with the Ministry Health 


developing national public health 
program. 

Mr. Wilson joined the department 
1949 after obtaining his M.P.H. 


degree from the University Cali- 


fornia. was managing editor 
Health for many years. 

Miss Ott, Health Education Con- 
sultant the Prevention Blind- 


ness Project since its inception 
1954, assigned the mission 


Chile and will stationed Santi- 


Prior joining the department 


she was commissioned officer the 
Health Service, and 
previous that health educator with 
the Beach and 
Health Association. 

They are two-year leaves 
from the department. 


San Jose Conference 


The forty-sixth annual state-wide 
California Conference 
Welfare and Recreation will held 
May 5th through May 9th San Jose. 
The conference designed for those 
interested the social problems 
Californians and sponsored the 
California Conference 
Work. Particulars may obtained 
writing the conference’s office, 
268 Market Street, San Francisco 11. 

new feature the conference 
this year institute program 
provide refresher courses 
special skills and techniques. The 
institute fee $5. 


Directions Community 
Mental Health’’ the title the 
closing address given Dr. 
Edward Stainbrook, Chairman, De- 
partment Psychiatry, School 
Medicine, University Southern 
California. 
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Cases Rise 


For the first time nearly dec- 
ade, the number reported cases 
syphilis the United States rose last 
year. The number cases reported 
1956 was 126,219 compared with 
122,075 1955. 

California, 7,298 cases were re- 
ported 1956 compared with 6,802 
1955. The case rate also rose from 
53.5 1955 55.6 last year. This 
the first time since 1943 that there has 
been the total number 
cases reported and increase 
the case rate. 1943 was the peak year 
California when 29,346 cases 
syphilis were reported. 

nationwide study are: rates 
rising state-wide states; 
programs 
adequate 35; teen-age increas- 
ing 11; new outbreaks 19; 
and serious problem transients, 
military and defense plant 
personnel, states and cities; 

Although the not large, 
general, including all stages 
syphilis early latent. The in- 
syphilis and the small 
congenital syphilis indicate in- 
attack rate. 

states and cities not believe 
that the number reported cases 
syphilis reliable index the 
problem. 

Five recommendations 
proved the United 
States are included the joint state- 
ment. They are: 

The Federal Government en- 
courage and support studies leading 
better understanding teen-age 
problem. 

Immediate application the 
finding programs. 

Intensive research effort find 
and practical laboratory 
test for the diagnosis gonorrhea. 

tests for syphilis all 
patients admission hospitals. 

Federal appropriation least 
$5,900,000 for Fiscal Year 1957-1958 
for work. 

The study, the Associ- 
ation State and Territorial Health 
Officers, the American Venereal Dis- 
ease Association, and the American 


Katherine Oettinger 
Head Children’s Bureau 


President Eisenhower has nomi- 
nated Katherine Brownell Oettinger, 
Dean the School Social Work 
Boston University, Dr. 
Martha Eliot Chief the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau. Dr. Eliot resigned re- 
Health the Harvard School Pub- 
Health. 

Dean Oettinger has had extensive 
training and experience the fields 
mental health, social welfare, and 
community service. 

Born Nyack, New York, 1903, 
she attended schools New 
York State and 1925 was gradu- 
ated from Smith College. She re- 
ceived her master’s degree from the 
Smith College School Social Work 
the following year. 

Prior her present position, which 
she has held September, 1954, 
Dean Oettinger was division chief 
the Bureau Mental Health, 
Pennsylvania Department Wel- 
fare. Before that, she had served 
dren’s treatment center Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, and had been employed 
child guidance and family welfare 
work New York City. 

Dean Oettinger member the 
National 
Workers, the National Conference 
Social Welfare, and the Council 
Work She also 
member Phi Beta Kappa. She 
has served the Board Directors 
the Massachusetts Association for 
Mental Health, and the advisory 
committees the American Child 
Guidance Foundation and the Massa- 
chusetts Society for Crippled Chil- 
dren. She has lectured widely and 
has published many articles pro- 
fessional journals. 


Dean Oettinger married Mal- 
Oettinger, retired businessman. 
They have two children, Jr., 
and John. She the first mother 
hold the position Chief the 
Children’s Bureau. 


Social Hygiene Association, was com- 
piled from separate reports from all 
states, three territories, and 
the 109 cities the United States 
with populations 100,000 and over. 


School Health Conference 


For all persons interested the 
field school health, University Ex- 
tension and the School Nursing 
California School Health Association 
will hold day-long conference 
Health and Our Changing 
Times’’ May 11th. 

Chairman the day, Mrs. Doris 
Bryan, visiting associate professor 
will deliver the address 

Panel subjects and participants will 
include ‘‘Current Approaches and 
Problems Dental Health,’’ Lloyd 
Richards, D.D.S., Chief, Dental 
Health Division, California State 
Department Public Health and 
President, California School Health 
Association; ‘‘New Approaches 
Health Education,’’ Edward Johns, 
Ph.D., Professor Physical Educa- 
tion, A.; ‘‘What’s New 
Nursing,’’ Mrs. Bernice Orr, 
P.H.N., Supervisor School Nurses, 
Inglewood Unified School 
and ‘‘Developments Toward Improv- 
ing Mental and Emotional Health 
School Children,’’ John Howe, M.A., 
Consultant, Research and 
Los Angeles County Schools. 

Persons interested attending 
the university event may obtain in- 
formation folders and attendance 
application forms addressing Uni- 
versity California Extension, Con- 
ference, Los Angeles 24. 


Food Handlers Implicated 


large club meeting Los Angeles 
was traced two food handlers. 
Laboratory investigation showed that 
the two employees were shedding 
Salmonella typhimurium 
stools. Neither employee gave his- 
tory illness prior the club din- 
ner; however, both were employed 
two previous banquets following 
which Salmonella typhimur- 
ium poisoning occurred. 


the 49.6 million men and 55.1 
million women years age and 
over million men (23 and 
million women (67 are 
reported nonsmokers.—Public 
Health Report, Vol. 71, No. 11, Nov., 
1956. 
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1957 Public Health Nursing Count 
Shows 2,972 Employed State 


The annual count and study 
qualifications nurses engaged 
public health nursing California 
January 1957, shows the total 
number nurses employed state 
and local agencies 2,972. The num- 
ber agencies employing public 
health nurses was 561. 

The following table shows the com- 
parison this year’s figures with 
those 1956 and years ago. 


Although the decrease small, 
from 51.8 51.4, 1957 marks the 
first time since 1947, with the excep- 
tion 1955, that the percentage 
nurses who had completed ac- 
program study public 
health nursing decreased. This de- 
due the fact that the 
supply qualified health 
nurses not sufficient meet the 
need for personnel. 

Although 138 more nurses were 
employed January 1957, than 


Number agencies Number nurses 
Type agency 1947 1956 1957 1947 1956 1957 
353 545 561 1,629 2,833 2,972 
349 544 560 1,565 2,814 2,952 
Health departments 729 1,169 1,200 
Boards education 250 456 472 607 1,421 1,539 
Visiting nurse 


There was increase 138 nurses 
employed local agencies 1957 
compared with 1956. Thirty-one 
this number were employed health 
departments and 118 boards 
education. Eleven fewer nurses were 
employed visiting nurse associa- 
tions. both 1956 and 1957 informa- 
tion regard educational prepa- 
ration was received from nearly 
percent the nurses engaged pub- 
lie health nursing California. This 
compares with percent years 
ago and represents continued coopera- 
tion from the nurses the state who 
make this information available us. 

The table below shows the compari- 
son this year’s data with those 
1956 and 1947. 


January 1956, about 100 public 
health nursing positions remained 
unfilled. Approximately 390 nurses 
left the field public health nursing 
during 1956. order replace 
those who leave, fill the vacant 
positions and provide for con- 
tinuing increase the establishment 
new positions about 625 more 
nurses will needed 1957. 

Two hundred and eighty-five pub- 
lic health nursing certificates were 
granted the State Board Public 
Health 1956. However, many grad- 
uates are not immediately available 
for employment while others obtain 
positions various fields nursing 
other than public health. 


1947 1956 1957 
Public health nurses Number Percent Number Percent 
Included survey 1,547 100 2,766 100 2,916 100 
Completed 
gram study public 
health nursing 544 35.2 1,434 51.8 1,498 51.4 
One more college degrees 396 25.6 1,355 49.0 1,516 52.0 


One hundred and sixty-four the 
nurses with university training had 
their preparation for public health 
nursing collegiate basic schools 
nursing compared with 105 1956. 
This was increase nurses 
percent compared with the 1956 
statistics. 


These figures point the need for 
increasing the supply health 
nurses through provision financial 
aid for preparation health 
nursing, recruiting inactive public 
health nurses and preventing loss 
other fields employment. 


Fred Capen Retires 


Mr. Fred Capen, Cannery In- 
spector the Bureau Food and 
Drug Inspection, State Department 
Public Health for years, retired 
from state service May 1957, 
Mr. Capen joined the Bureau Can- 
nery Inspection September 1927, 
and has been assigned cannery 
inspector the fish canneries 
Southern California for the past 
years. During his long tenure with the 
department has earned the respect 
all segments the industry. 

Mr. Capen was born and reared 
East Port, Maine where his father 
owned fish cannery. was manager 
several fish canneries Maine 
prior coming California 1917 
superintendent the Premier 
Packing Company San Diego. 
next accepted position superin- 
tendent the Toiyo Fisheries 
Wilmington and immediately prior 
joining the department was field rep- 
resentatives the California Sardine 
Canners Association for Northern and 
Southern California. 


New Federal Brucellosis 
Regulations Promulgated 


New federal regulations governing 
the interstate movement cattle be- 
came effective the first this year. 
The new regulations govern all inter- 
state shipments cattle taking pri- 
ority over state requirements and 
making federal offense illegally 
move cattle across state lines. 

Under the new regulations state 
may not keep out animal which 
meets the federal requirements, but 
state may impose quarantine and re- 
testing procedures after the animal 
has arrived the state. The new reg- 
ulation designed end the confu- 
sion caused the conflicting require- 
ments the various states. 

The rules the new regulation em- 
phasize the importance vaccination 
and require the cleaning and disin- 
fecting vehicles, and marking 
records indicate that reactors are 
shipment. 


California now sending patients 
state mental hospitals rate 
which less than the growth the 
population. California Mental Health 
News, January, 1957. 
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RLF Control Measures Successful 


One hundred one cases retro- 
lental fibroplasia reported 1952, 
and none 1956; this the history 
disease which causes blindness 
infants, which can and being 


Administration and Retrolental Fi- 
broplasia’’ was published ad- 
visory committee the State Depart- 
ment Public Health calling for 
limiting the concentration oxygen 
given only the written prescrip- 
tion the attending physician. The 
statement also recommended checking 
the oxygen concentration least 
every eight hours. 


study aimed testing the relia- 
bility the various mechanical con- 
trol devices designed automatically 
limit the concentration oxygen has 
been completed. 


Findings the study are summar- 


Tests eight individual flow 
meters showed significant 
variations attributable the 
flow meters. 

The Bechman and Mira oxygen 
analyzers tested gave consist- 
ently comparable readings. 

Nearly all the oxygen limiters 
tested were accurate under clin- 
ical conditions operation. 


The report the study done the 
Los Childrens’ 
under the supervision Dr. 
Parmelee, Sr., Clinical Professor 
the University South- 
ern California concludes, ‘‘* 
since oxygen limiters are mechanical 
devices and are not infallible con- 
trol measures, they should not re- 
lied completely regulate the con- 
centration oxygen incubators. 
The routine use oxygen analyzer 
also important controlling the 
amount oxygen being administered 
premature infant. must also 
re-emphasized that the duration 
oxygen therapy great importance 
the prevention Retrolental Fi- 


Falls were responsible for half 
the home accident fatalities 1955. 
Scope, March 13, 1957 


TPCF Test Tried 
Local Laboratory 


The Treponema Pallidum Comple- 
ment Fixation (TPCF) test for 
syphilis will performed the 
laboratory the San Mateo County 
Department Public Health 
special study basis the result 
federal grant recently approved 
the Health Service. 

The TPCF test new blood 
test for syphilis which 
shown more and ac- 
for the diagnosis syphilis 
than the standard Wasserman type 
blood tests. 

The study will joint project 
out the San Mateo County 
Health Department and the State 
Department Public Health. 
designed evaluate the feasibility 
using the TPCF test routine 
procedure local health 
department laboratory. 

This will the first time that any 
the new treponemal tests 
for syphilis have been performed 
local health department personnel 
California and may important 
forward step improvement 
health department services for the 
diagnosis syphilis. anticipated 
that the study will demonstrate the 
value this new procedure, make 
possible the elimination any tech- 
nical difficulties that may involved 
its use, and lead its wider adop- 
tion routine procedure for the 
diagnosis syphilis California. 


Health Education Workshop 


health education workshop de- 
signed for school administrators, 
teachers, nurses and interested com- 
munity leaders will held Sacra- 
mento State College, August 5th 
August 16th. The workshop will carry 
two units credit. 

Dr. Charles Wilson, Professor 
Education and Public Health, 
Yale University, will the workshop 
director. For additional information 
contact Dr. Frank Jones, Sacramento 
State College. 


Fifty percent patients with par- 
alytic poliomyelitis recover (for all 
practical purposes) completely.— 
This Week Public Health, Vol. 
No. 48, November 26, 1956. 


Grant Approved for 
Study Deafness 


The State Department Public 
Health has approved initial grant 
$11,372 the John Tracy Clinic 
Los Angeles for study pre- 
school children with hearing prob- 
lems. 

The research project, financed 
federal funds from the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau and administered 
the State Health Department, pro- 
vides for careful study group 
preschool children who appear 
deaf but who not respond 
present training methods. The pur- 
pose the study learn more 
about the behavior these young 
children, that more definitive diag- 
noses can made and improved 
methods training and treatment 
can started early. 

The research plan for evalua- 
tion through careful behavioral ob- 
servations five major areas: audi- 
tory responses, mental functioning, 
motor behavior, emotional and social 
adjustment, and communication skill. 

The Tracy founded Mrs. 
Spencer Tracy, was selected the 
research because its outstanding 
work the problems deafness 
very young children. 
Lowell, Ph.D., administrator the 
has been named principal in- 
vestigator for the project. Working 
with him and the Tracy staff 
will group specially selected 
physicians. 


Public Health Positions 


City Ontario 

Director Nursing: Requires eligibility 
for California license and public health 
certificate, completion approved university 
program public health nursing and mini- 
mum two years’ supervisory experience. 

Public Health Nurses: Must eligible 
for California license and public health 
certificate plus two years’ experience 
health nursing. 

Travel allowance for use private car. 

Write Mr. Medley, Assistant City 
Manager, City Hall, 225 South 
Avenue, Ontario. 


has been estimated that nearly 
one-fifth the general population 
the United States infected 
the pinworm.—This Week Public 
Health, Massachusetts Newsletter, 
Vol. No. 48, November 26, 1956. 
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Seattle Doctor Denied 
Fluoridation Reward 


Seattle claim $1,000 reward 
proving harmful effects through fluo- 


ridation drinking water has been 
rejected Lewis County, State 
Washington, Superior Court. 

memorandum opinion, Supe- 
rior Judge John Langenbach, dis- 
missed Dr. Exner’s suit against the 


COMPARATIVE DATA FOR CASES SELECTED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES 
CALIFORNIA, MONTH MARCH, 1957 


Cases reported this month 


Cumulative cases from January 


Diseases 
1957 1956 1955 1957 1956 1955 

Coccidioidomycosis' - 10 14 8 38 42 16 
1 4 12 10 
Encephalitis, acute?_ 38 46 36 87 113 76 
Gonococcal infections---- - - 1,107 1,129 1,453 4,053 3,739 3,751 
160 175 236 509 574 579 
1 1 5 6 2 6 
Meningococcal 17 35 31 54 100 94 
Pertussis (whooping cough) -. - -.._.---- 96 148 678 348 515 1,652 
Poliomyelitis—total _.......-..-.------ 27 87 55 98 346 199 
4 3 3 8 9 12 
14 55 25 23 115 40 
SE aan 68 116 108 || 181 292 203 
Streptococcal infections (including 

969 801 1,550 3,119 2,050 3,445 


1 Since July 1, 1955—Active primary (including cavitary) and disseminated coccidioidomycosis reportable. 
2 Encephalitis, acute, includes arthropod-borne infections, post-infectous cases, and those with etiology undetermined. 
3 NR—Not reportable prior to July 1, 1955. 
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Chehalis Fluoridation League. The 
dismissal was with prejudice, which 
means the case cannot brought 
again the basis the same 

Judge Langenbach the testi- 
mony Dr. Frederick Colo- 
rado Springs, Colorado, known na- 
tionally the ‘‘father’’ fluorida- 
tion, and Dr. Robert Downs, Denver, 
Colorado, director special health 
services for Colorado, his opinion, 

Dr. Exner, one the leading 
ponents fluoridation, has appeared 
California numerous occasiong 
organizations. 
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